
Dress Code 
 
It is the Clinton Public School's intent to maintain an appropriate code of dress that will 
not infringe upon individual expression, yet will uphold an appropriate environment. 
 
General guidelines include: 

1.   Pupils are expected to be clean and well groomed in their appearance. 
2.   Pupils are expected to avoid extremes in appearance that are disruptive or 

distracting. 
3.   Dress or grooming that jeopardizes the health or safety of the pupil or of other 

pupils or is injurious to school property will not be tolerated. 
 
Specific applications of these guidelines are: 
A. All shirts and blouses must cover midriff, back, sides, and all undergarments, 

including bra straps, at all times.  Plunging necklines are not permitted; 
B. See-through or mesh fabrics, spaghetti straps, straps that untie, racerback tops, or 

halter-tops may not be worn unless they are layered with a top which itself follows 
the dress code.  Bare midriff, any clothing which exposes the abdominal area, halter 
tops, strapless tops, and tank tops with straps that are less than 1 inch wide are not 
permitted; 

C. All shoulder straps must be at least one inch wide; 
D. All trousers, pants, or shorts must totally cover undergarments, including boxer 

shorts; 
E. Dresses, shorts, and skirts must be an acceptable length (just below fist level when 

arms are straight).  Dresses, shorts and skirts must comply with the dress code 
regardless of whether tights are underneath; 

F.  Clothing and footwear traditionally designed as undergarments, sleepwear or 
beachwear are not permissible; 

G. When leggings are worn, the shirt or blouse must cover to the top of the thigh both in 
front and back. 

H. Overly tight-fitting, or overly loose clothing may not be worn in school; 
I. Clothing and accessories with obscene or profane language, that are gang related, 

or with images or advertisements with references to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, racism, 
or violence are not permissible; 

J. Head coverings, including hats, caps, and hoods, may not be worn inside the school 
building. Head coverings worn for religious/cultural or medical reasons are the only 
exception; 

K. Footwear must be appropriate for safe participation in all types of school activities 
and be conducive to a positive learning environment.  Footwear must be worn and 
securely fitted at all times.  For example, but not limited to: 

       - No flip-flops that are designed as beachwear (foam, flimsy,   
         without a hard sole) 
       - No slippers (without a sole intended for street wear) 
       - No shoes with heels so high as to cause a tripping hazard 

- No footwear that has wheels or cleats 
    - No other footwear deemed to be unsafe  

This dress code applies to all students in grades 5 – 8.  Inappropriate dress of students 
in grades pre-K – 4 will be addressed on an individual basis.  
 
Students whose attire does not meet the dress code will not be allowed to return to class 
until they have proper attire.  Repeat infractions will result in disciplinary action.  


